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AN  INTERNATIONAL  INCIDENT 


In  May  we  here  at  Whitman  participated  in  an  extraordinary  visitation. 
Miss  Eva  Adams,  our  charming,  tireless  Director  of  the  Mint,  briefly 
visited  our  plant  and  office.  She  graciously  submitted  to  photography  and 
interviews,  met  with  executives  of  Whitman  Publishing  Company  and  our 
parent  corporation,  Western  Publishing  Company.  Her  stay  ended  with  a 
short  tour  of  our  manufacturing  facilities.  Important  and  pleasant  as  this 
visit  was  to  us,  her  appearance  in  Racine  was  only  the  prologue  to  a 
historical  meeting  of  Mint  Directors  from  both  Canada  and  the  United 
States  at  the  Numismatists  of  Wisconsin  Convention  in  Green  Bay. 

We  were  joined  in  Milwaukee  by  Mr.  Norval  A.  Parker,  Canadian 
Mint  Master,  who  had  traveled  from  Ottawa  with  Calc  Jarvis,  Publisher 
of  Canada  Coin  News.  The  next  stop  was  Iola,  where  Chet  Krause  and 
his  entire  Numismatic  News  staff  held  open  house  for  the  distinguished 
visitors.  Late  in  the  day  the  caravan  reached  the  Convention  headquarters 
in  Green  Bay. 

It  was  a  great  weekend  for  international  numismatics  and  particularly 
for  Wisconsin  collectors,  who  felt  highly  honored  by  the  presence  of  two 
such  friendly  and  compatible  numismatic  ambassadors.  To  us  this  was 
new  evidence  that  our  neighboring  countries  are  historically  knit  together 
in  our  coinage  concepts  as  well  as  in  all  human  and  cultural  relationships. 

We  were  privileged  to  have  had  a  small  part  in  a  unique  fraternal 
experience  in  the  field  of  numismatics. 


ALBUM  AND  FOLDER 
LINE  EXPANDED 

In  recognition  of  the  growing  interest 
in  foreign  coins,  WHITMAN  has  cre¬ 
ated  a  new  three  page  Bookshelf  Album 
for  the  coins  of  Panama.  This  deluxe 
album,  No.  9518,  like  those  for  Great 
Britain,  Australia,  and  the  Philippines, 
should  prove  instantly  popular  with  the 
many  collectors  who  are  turning  to 
foreign  coins. 

The  Panama  series  has  always 
been  popular  with  U.S.  numismatists. 
America's  connection  with  Panama  via 
the  Canal  Zone  provides  a  natural 
bridge  between  the  coins  of  the  two 
countries.  Many  of  the  Panamanian 
coins  have  been  produced  at  U.S.  mints. 
The  coins  themselves  are  all  easily  ob¬ 
tained,  although  the  great  surge  of  in¬ 
terest  in  Panama  evident  in  recent 
months  has  made  these  coins  more  de¬ 
sirable  than  ever.  All  of  these  factors 
point  to  a  ready  market  for  the  new 
album. 

Several  features  of  the  Panama  album 
are  worth  noting.  The  three  page  album 
holds  the  complete  Panama  Type  Collec¬ 
tion.  Each  opening  is  marked  not  only 
with  descriptive  material  but  with  a 
Y  (Yeoman)  number  which  refers  to 
the  coin’s  listing  in  the  CATALOG  OF 
MODERN  WORLD  COINS.  Textual 
material  on  the  album's  inside  cover  also 
includes  the  complete  mintage  manual 
of  Panama  by  date  and  mint,  so  that  the 
collector  will  have  an  immediate  ref¬ 
erence  guide  as  to  rarity  of  the  coins  he 
needs. 

Eight  additional  new  Bookshelf  Al¬ 
bums  highlight  Whitman's  recognition 
of  the  heightened  interest  in  the  coins  of 
Great  Britain.  The  success  of  35f  fold¬ 
ers  for  British  coins  and  the  strong  sales 
of  the  three  Type  Set  Bookshelf  Albums, 
coupled  with  the  especially  keen  de¬ 
mand  for  Bressett’s  GUIDE  BOOK  OF 
ENGLISH  COINS,  has  led  us  to  en¬ 
large  our  line  significantly  in  this  area. 

The  new  British  Bookshelf  Albums 
cover  farthings,  halfpennies  and  pennies 
from  the  inception  of  bronze  coinage  in 


1860  up  to  the  present.  Interest  in  col¬ 
lecting  British  coins  by  date  and  mint  is 
at  an  all  time  high,  and  the  bulk  of  this 
interest  is  focused  on  the  bronze  issues. 
We  anticipate  that  these  deluxe  albums 
will  be  warmly  received  and  very  much 
in  demand. 

The  new  albums  include: 

No.  9530  British  Farthings 

1860  to  1901  (2  pages) 
No.  9531  British  Farthings 

1902  to  1956  (3  pages) 
No.  9532  British  Halfpennies 

1860  to  1901  (4  pages) 
No.  9533  British  Halfpennies 

1902  to  1936  (3  pages) 
No.  9534  British  Halfpennies 

1937  to  date  (2  pages) 
No.  9535  British  Pennies 

I860  to  1901  (4  pages) 
No.  9536  British  Pennies 

1902  to  1936  (3  pages) 
No.  9537  British  Pennies 

1937  to  date  (2  pages) 
In  addition  to  these,  a  series  of  three 
new  35<  folders  has  been  designed  to 
house  British  Commonwealth  minor 
coins.  These  folders  are  appropriate  for 
a  collector’s  own  arrangement  of  British 
pennies,  halfpennies,  and  farthings  from 
any  of  the  Commonwealth  countries  in 
which  these  denominations  are  the  same 
size  as  the  regular  English  coins.  Stock 
numbers  are  9672,  9673,  and  9674.  The 
pages  have  been  left  unprinted,  and  the 
end  sheets  give  the  collector  information 
about  which  of  his  coins  will  fit  in 
these  folders.  With  present  day  inter¬ 
est  in  British  Commonwealth  coins  at  an 
all  time  high,  collectors  of  the  coins  of 
Australia,  New  Zealand,  Ireland,  and 
South  Africa  will  find  the  albums  very 
useful. 


FORECAST  FOR  ’66 

Many  people  are  concerned  about 
our  hobby.  They  feel  that  Government 
legislation  like  the  proposed  Senator 
Bible  Bill  and  the  1965  Coinage  Act  is 
out  to  “get  us,”  and  put  an  end  to  the 
good  times  that  we  have  been  enjoying. 
Many  say  that  the  coin  business  is  off 
and  predict  dire  things  to  come. 

Arc  these  pessimistic  views  correct  or 
justified?  I  think  not.  In  fact,  I  can  sec 
the  beginning  of  a  new  era  for  our 
hobby  and  the  picture  looks  bright — 
changed  perhaps,  but  encouragingly 
promising. 

Let’s  review  the  facts.  Serious  collec¬ 
tors  and  numismatists  are  neither  fickle 
nor  frivolous.  They  collect  because  coins 
appeal  to  their  artistic  sense,  historical 
interest,  or  a  desire  to  explore  unknown 
areas  of  culture.  Often  they  derive  a 
sense  of  satisfaction  by  completing  a  set 
of  coins  by  date,  mint  or  type.  These 
collectors  buv  onlv  one  of  each  coin. 


Their  ranks  have  grown  steadily  over 
the  years  and  they  arc  STILL  IN¬ 
CREASING. 

There  are  others  in  the  hobby  who 
arc  known  as  speculators.  These  are  the 
people  who  preserve  quantities  of  coins 
for  future  generations  of  collectors,  and, 
on  the  whole,  we  should  feel  indebted 
to  them  for  this.  In  recent  years,  how¬ 
ever,  so  many  speculators  have  entered 
the  game  that  they  have  created  a 
market  within  a  market — buying  and 
selling  with  other  speculators,  some¬ 
times  without  a  thought  of  where  the 
ultimate  consumer,  the  collector,  will 
come  from. 

Dollarwise,  and  in  fact  in  nearly  every 
area,  the  hobby  has  grown  by  leaps  and 
bounds  in  recent  years.  Collectors  have 
become  more  sophisticated.  Their  scope 
of  interest  has  widened  and  collecting 
habits  have  changed  considerably,  but 
the  collectors  arc  still  active,  and,  in 
fact,  more  avid  than  before. 

The  day  will  come  when  the  great 
world  of  collectors,  old  and  new,  will  be 
ready  to  absorb  some  of  the  rolls,  yes, 
and  even  the  bags  of  coins  that  the 
speculators  have  been  holding  for  them. 
The  catalyst  will  be  time  and  patience. 
Ony  those  without  patience  or  with  no 
real  interest  in  numismatics  will  leave 
the  hobby.  The  rest  will  survive  and 
continue  to  grow. 

The  following  letters  received  last 
month  pretty  well  sum  up  the  situation. 

Dear  Mr.  Yeoman: 

I  have  just  received  the  latest  “Whit¬ 
man  Merchandiser”  that  contained  the 
“Rumors  and  Facts"  article  written  by  you 
and  just  want  to  say,  you  arc  so  right!!! 
I  too  have  learned  that  "teletype  dealers" 
have  been  dropping  quite  steadily  from  the 
various  Exchanges  and  perhaps  one  day 
this  coin  business  of  ours  will  return  to 
normal. 

I  have  always  considered  the  Red  B<x>k  as 
the  coin  business  “Bible"  and  while  trends 
in  the  various  numismatic  publications  may 
serve  as  some  sort  of  guide  they  are  in  a 
great  many  cases  misleading  and  in  the 
first  place  there  is  no  reason  for  such 
sudden  changes  in  prices  for  various  coins 
as  we  have  been  having,  it  is  a  pure  and 
simple  case  of  promotion  and  speculation 
in  most  cases  and  I  sincerely  feel  that  this 
stock  market  type  of  operation  has  no 
place  in  our  numismatic  field. 

Mr.  Yeoman,  more  power  to  you  and  your 
“Red"  and  “Blue."  I  used  them  for  years 
in  the  past  and  intend  to  in  the  years  to 
come. 

Sincerely, 

Mel  Came 

A  dealer  from  New  York  commenting 
on  last  month’s  Merchandiser  says: 

Richard  Yeoman’s  comments  were  interest¬ 
ing.  Time  and  time  again  we  have  read 
misleading  news  reports  such  as  the  ones 
to  which  he  refers.  Probably  the  most 
ridiculous  of  these  is  the  statement  that 
daily  business  on  the  Teletype  system  is  in 
excess  of  one  million  dollars. 

And  a  Florida  dealer  feels  this  way 
about  it: 


It  is  my  thought  that  the  SO  CALLED 
TELETYPE  BOYS  are  fading  away  as 
fast  as  they  came  in. 

Choice  items  like  26-DS  BU  Buffalo  5< 
don’t  change  in  price  overnight — or  in 
the  next  twenty  minutes — as  some  people 
would  have  you  believe,  nor  do  many  other 
coins  change  by  the  flash  of  the  key.  .  .  . 
It’s  my  thought  the  roll  and  bag  boys 
deserve  just  what  is  happening  to  them- 
the  SUCKERS  are  loaded  up — and  the 
bag  boys  are  LOADED  and  cannot  dump 
their  garbage  at  this  time,  so  some  people 
are  HOLLERING  BUSINESS  IS  BAD!!! 
etc. . . . 

But  true  NUMISMATIC  ITEMS  in  BU 
arc  still  in  DEMAND — and  so  is  the  RED 
BOOK  FOR  1966  and  years  to  come — 
Keep  up  the  good  work. 

GREEN  BOOK  IN  THE  RED 

Last  week  I  received  a  letter  from  a 
collector  asking  the  value  of  a  mis¬ 
printed  dollar  bill  that  was  illustrated 
in  the  GREEN  BOOK.  This  made  me 
stop  and  think  for  a  minute.  In  our  ref¬ 
erence  library  of  over  ten  thousand 
volumes  I  couldn’t  immediately  picture 
which  book  concerning  paper  money 
might  be  known  as  the  GREEN  BOOK. 
This  was  a  case  of  not  being  able  to 
see  the  forest  for  the  trees.  It  suddenly 
occurred  to  me  that  my  correspondent 
was  referring  to  one  of  Whitman’s  latest 
publications,  A  GUIDE  BOOK  OF 
MODERN  UNITED  STATES  CUR¬ 
RENCY,  by  Neil  Shafer.  I  simply  had 
never  heard  it  referred  to  as  the 
GREEN  BOOK  before,  and  didn’t  re¬ 
alize  that  even  our  newer  publications 
soon  become  popularly  known  by  their 
cover  colors. 

Perhaps  you  will  have  customers  re¬ 
questing  the  GREEN  BOOK  in  your 
store,  just  as  they  do  the  RED,  BLUE 
and  BROWN  BOOKS.  It  is  possible, 
too,  that  in  the  case  of  the  Paper 
Money  Book  you  might  have  had  to  tell 
them  that  you  were  temporarily  out  of 
stock.  We  apologize  for  the  fact  that 
vacation  production  schedules  have 
caused  a  delay  in  reprinting  this  book. 
The  first  printing  was  sold  within  a 
matter  of  weeks.  It  looks  as  if  the  second 
printing  will  be  sold  nearly  as  fast.  Steps 
have  been  taken,  however,  to  insure  a 
continuing  supply  of  this  popular  book, 
as  we  are  now  cognizant  of  the  fact  that 
it  is  destined  to  be  one  of  the  best  sellers 
in  the  Whitman  line. 

Also  temporarily  out  of  stock  was 
the  GUIDE  BOOK  OF  ENGLISH 
COINS.  Sales  of  this  popular  item  far 
exceeded  our  expectations  and  the  book 
had  to  be  put  back  on  press.  We  are 
excited  about  the  startling  sales  of  both 
of  these  books,  but,  of  course,  chagrined 
to  think  that  our  inventory  was  in  the 
red.  We  arc  pleased  to  note  the  excellent 
selling  job  that  dealers  are  doing  with 
these  items  and  promise  to  do  better  on 
our  part  to  keep  them  in  stock  in  the 
future. 


BLUE  BOOK  AIMED  AT  BEGINNER 


The  1966  Edition  of  the  ever  popular 
HANDBOOK  OF  UNITED  STATES 
COINS  is  now  in  its  23rd  printing.  The 
new  BLUE  BOOKS,  still  priced  at 
$1.00,  are  slated  to  go  on  sale  October  1 
throughout  the  country.  While  the  an¬ 
nual  editions  of  this  book  arc  not  as 
eagerly  awaited  as  the  RED  BOOK,  the 
market  is  a  solid  one,  since  a  never-end¬ 
ing  stream  of  new  collectors  is  always 
anxious  to  purchase  this  popular  vol¬ 
ume. 

While  beginner  collectors  arc  heavy 
purchasers  of  the  BLUE  BOOK,  they 


Pete  Focrjfer,  Director  of  So  let,  discusser  potential 
now  markets  with  Don  HIrschhorn.  HIrschhorn's 
distributor  organization,  with  offices  in  New  York, 
extends  from  Puerto  Rico  to  England. 


do  not  necessarily  constitute  the  entire 
market.  Advanced  collectors  find  this 
book  to  be  exactly  what  its  name  im¬ 
plies,  a  handbook  or  handy  reference 
of  pertinent  facts  about  United  States 
coins.  It  is  also  a  prime  source  of  infor¬ 
mation  concerning  premium  values  of 
every  United  States  coin  made  from 
1793  to  date. 

Values  shown  in  the  BLUE  BOOK 
arc  updated  each  year  in  exactly  the 
same  fashion  as  the  RED  BOOK  prices. 
A  panel  of  the  country’s  leading  dealers 
submit  prices  that  they  feel  are  current 
market  values  for  each  coin.  These 
prices  arc  averaged  together  and  an¬ 
alyzed  with  the  same  care  given  to  RED 
BOOK  valuations.  The  difference,  of 
course,  is  that  RED  BOOK  prices  are 
dealers*  selling  prices  and  BLL^E  BOOK 
prices  are  buying  prices. 

In  compiling  the  1966  Edition  of  the 
HANDBOOK,  special  attention  was 
given  to  the  type  of  coins  that  a  dealer 
is  most  likely  to  encounter  in  purchases 
made  through  an  average  street  store 
operation.  We  at  Whitman  feel  we  have 
a  general  overall  knowledge  of  the  coin 
market  as  reflected  through  dealers  who 
operate  from  their  home,  by  mail  order, 
or  at  conventions,  but  to  gain  a  better 
insight  into  a  store  operation  we  con¬ 
sulted  for  a  full  day  with  Ben  Dreiske 


of  Chicago,  who  has  been  in  the  busi¬ 
ness  since  the  early  days  of  the  hobby. 
Ben,  together  with  his  assistant  Kurt 
Eckstein,  proved  an  invaluable  help  in 
offering  viewpoints  concerning  coin 
transactions  at  the  basic  over-the- 
counter  level. 

New  condition  columns  have  been 
added  to  coin  listings  in  many  catego¬ 
ries.  As  usual,  most  price  changes  show 
an  upward  trend,  although  not  nearly 
as  sharp  as  has  been  the  case  in  recent 
years.  Modem  U.S.  coins  continue  to  be 
as  popular  as  ever,  and  early  type  coins 
show  marked  increases  in  price  as  a 
reflection  of  a  growing  interest  in  this 
scries.  Commemorative  coin  prices  re¬ 
mained  mostly  unchanged,  with  the  ex¬ 
ception  of  a  few  pieces  in  the  Extra 
Fine  category. 

A  special  last  minute  effort  was  made 
to  obtain  1 964  coinage  figures  and  make 
them  as  current  as  possible.  With  the 
Mint’s  new  policy  of  issuing  only  total 
figures  for  both  mints  and  continuing 
the  1964  date  through  1965,  our  only 
alternative  was  to  list  coinage  totals  for 
the  first  seventeen  months  of  produc¬ 
tion.  A  last-minute  correction  from  the 
Treasury  Department  reveals  that  a 
total  of  3,950,762  proof  sets  dated  1964 
was  actually  manufactured.  The  figure 
reported  in  the  HANDBOOK  is  some¬ 
what  less  than  this  because  of  a  previ¬ 
ously  incorrect  statement  published  by 
the  Mint. 


MADE  FOR  EACH  OTHER 

The  latest  in  Whitman’s  ever  growing 
scries  of  coin  reference  books  is  A 
GUIDE  BOOK  OF  MODERN  EU¬ 
ROPEAN  COINS,  by  Robert  P.  Harris. 
This  new  volume,  while  an  important 
book  in  its  own  right,  is  a  perfect  com¬ 
panion  for  Yeoman’s  CATALOG  OF 
MODERN  WORLD  COINS. 

The  new  Harris  book  is  a  complete 
catalog  of  European  coins  by  date  and 
mint.  Coinage  figures  are  supplied  in 
most  cases,  and  realistic  values  are 
placed  on  each  listing.  The  entire  cat¬ 
alog  is  cross  referenced  with  MODERN 
WORLD  COINS  type  numbers,  mak¬ 
ing  the  books  perfect  companions. 

Bob  Harris  has  spent  many  years 
compiling  the  information  in  this  new 
catalog.  As  a  Marine  Guard  Captain,  he 
had  enjoyed  contacts  with  many  foreign 
sources  of  information  that  would  be 
unavailable  to  the  average  collector.  He 
has  worked  closely  with  foreign  Em¬ 
bassies  which  arc  always  “within  a 
stone’s  throw”  of  the  populace. 

Coins  of  all  modern  European  nations 
are  covered  in  this  book,  including  the 
coins  of  their  overseas  possessions.  Great 
Britain  has  been  excluded  because  of  its 


extensive  coverage  in  our  other  pub¬ 
lications.  A  hard  cover  book  with  208 
pages,  the  stock  number  is  9366,  and 
retail  price  is  $1.75. 

With  interest  in  foreign  coins  at  an 


all  time  high,  the  Harris  Catalog’s  in¬ 
formation  about  coin  values  by  dates 
should  prove  to  be  one  of  the  most 
popular  books  of  our  time.  Your  cus¬ 
tomers  will  be  askinv  for  it. 


BILLY  BERBY  TO  REPRESENT 
WHITMAN  COIN  SUPPLY 

A  Racine  man  and  long  time  em¬ 
ployee  of  Whitman  Publishing  Com¬ 
pany  and  Western  Publishing  Company, 
its  parent  organization,  has  just  been 
added  to  the  Coin  Supply  Division  staff 
as  a  field  representative. 


Bill  Bcrby,  whose  present  home  is  in 
La  Porte,  Indiana,  joins  our  group  with 
a  total  of  fourteen  years  of  sales  experi¬ 
ence  to  his  credit.  He  has  served  the 


Company  in  many  capacities,  including 
those  of  Sales  Manager  and  District 
Sales  Manager,  since  1949.  In  his  new 
position  Bill  will  call  on  Whitman  Coin 
Supply  jobber  accounts  throughout  the 
country,  discussing  sales  problems  with 
them,  and  in  general,  building  a 
stronger  relationship  between  manu¬ 
facturer  and  distributor. 

Bill’s  wife,  Pat,  is  an  Indiana  girl. 
With  three  children,  ranging  from  4  to 
1 1 ,  Bill’s  main  interest  is  his  lovely 
family.  Next  to  that,  his  interest  in  sail¬ 
ing  predominates  over  everything  else. 
As  an  experienced  sail  boat  enthusiast, 
he  has  spent  many  hours  along  our 
neighboring  Lake  Michigan. 

Bill  has  promised  to  keep  an  ear  to 
the  ground,  nose  to  the  grindstone,  and 
shoulder  to  :  ‘  nen  you  sec 

a  man  in  this  t  .ng  upon  you, 

welcome  him — he  «  mere  to  look  out 
for  your  interests. 


A  PEACH  OF  A  PAIR 

The  STANDARD  GRADING 
GUIDE  TO  CANADIAN  COINS,  by- 
Charlton  and  Willey,  mentioned  in  the 
last  issue  of  the  Merchandiser,  has  just 
been  released.  A  series  of  production 
problems  staved  off  the  completion  of 
this  book  a  full  two  weeks  longer  than 
we  had  anticipated.  However,  its  release 
at  $1.75,  coupled  with  the  brand  new 
1966  Edition  of  Charlton’s  STANDARD 
CATALOGUE  OF  CANADIAN 
COINS,  TOKENS  AND  PAPER 
MONEY  at  $1.00,  makes  an  ideal  dual 
promotional  package. 
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Every  collector  interested  in  Ca¬ 
nadian  coins  will  be  quick  to  sec  that 
these  two  books  go  hand  in  hand.  The 
14th  Edition  of  the  Canadian  Catalogue 
gives  collectors  all  of  the  information 
necessary  in  appraising  and  studying 
Canadian  coins.  The  Charlton-Willey 
book  on  grading  offers  the  ultimate  in 
a  systematic  method  for  establishing  the 
condition  of  all  coins  in  the  Canadian 
series. 

To  accentuate  the  sales  potential  of 
these  two  books,  Whitman  has  made 
available  a  special  counter  display  unit 
featuring  these  two  new  items.  An  illus¬ 
trated  announcement  letter  concerning 
this  promotion  is  already  in  the  mail  to 
you.  Be  sure  to  cash  in  on  this  sure-fire 
deal. 

The  14th  Edition  of  Charlton’s  Cat¬ 
alogue,  by  the  way,  is  replete  with  the 
usual  amount  of  changes  one  expects  to 
find  in  an  annual  price  catalog.  The 
Canadian  series  has  been  active  and 
most  of  these  coins  show  a  sharp  up¬ 
ward  price  trend.  A  “Good”  condition 
column  has  been  added  to  most  coins 
prior  to  1936,  reflecting  the  fact  that 
prices  have  risen  to  a  point  where  even 
coins  in  that  grade  are  worthy  of  a 
premium.  The  new  1965  coins  are  illus¬ 
trated.  Mint  records  for  the  1964  coins 
are  included,  although  getting  them 
into  the  book  called  for  a  last  minute 
type  change,  since  the  official  mint  re¬ 
port  was  not  released  until  much  later 
than  usual. 

Very  few  prices  were  changed  in  the 
early  Canadian  token  section,  although 
paper  money  displayed  great  activity  in 
all  categories. 
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